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Armenian-American writer Ara Shirinyan’s book Your Country Is Great (New York: 
Futurepoem, 2008) is a meditation on identity, nationalism, and globalism, as he 
expresses in words that are not his own. For this piece, he named every country 
in the world, organized them from A to Z, Googled the phrase “[country name] is 
great,” and then hand-selected and sorted the results by nation. He then lineated 
the comments, with each stanza representing another opinion. The result is a multi-
national Baedeker of  user-driven content and opinion. Unsourced and unsigned, the 
piece is by turns ugly and gorgeous, helpful and harmful, truthful and misleading, rele-
vant and completely irrelevant, all while bringing a cool and rational methodology to 
an inherently hysterical forum. Collapsing the space between the real world and the 
World Wide Web, this work asks, What is local? What is national? What is multi-
cultural? Instead of  accepting current notions of  language as a medium of  diff eren-
tiation, Shirinyan persuasively demonstrates its leveling quality, demolishing meaning 
into a puddle of  platitudes in a time when everything is great, yet nothing is great.

Afghanistan Is Great

Afghanistan is great, but much smaller
than previously assumed.

the need for education
in Afghanistan is great
and must be met quickly,

need for food in Afghanistan
 is great,
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well-acquainted
with unique problems
facing Afghanistan.

Th e need for tough, dependable,
locally repairable wheelchairs in
Afghanistan is great.

A mountain. An airplane. Aviation in
Afghanistan is great fun.

Pipeline via Afghanistan
 is great.

Th ere is no question that Allah’s
knowledge and love of Afghanistan
 is great
even as he regrets
the limits of
 his understanding.

Albania Is Great

Albania is great. I missed that place a lot.
I got off ered cigarettes and alcohol by
like everyone I knew
and some people I didn’t know.

Albania is great!
Not quite as third-world
as parts of Africa, but
not exactly Michigan either
if ykwim.

I liked everything about my stay
and i just wanted to let you know
that Albania is GREAT!!!
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Albania is great as a communsist country
or democratic, either way, albania is just the best.

U aint from belgrade,
youd feel our pain and not
say how albania is great.
educate ur self:

Hiking, camping,
mountain-climbing,
hunting—North
Albania is great
for all of this.

Th e Italian infl uence in Albania is great,
many speak Italian, watch Italian TV.
Th e historical ties between Italy and Albania
are very strong.

I know you love your country but please
stop telling us that Albania is great. Like I said,
give us the worldly achievements of Albania.

Albania is great!!!! We fi nished 5th place
because we were all injured. And we lost
against Georgia twice before because
we felt bad on those two day’s!

Algeria Is Great

hey how are you , algeria is great and sorry that
i cant talk to you . but my uncle has a cafe with
a bunch of computers . but i cant stay on to long

Th e basis of that construction primarily rests—better
said, they rested—on recovering Algeria is great natural
resources, Th ese essentially were energy
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Potentials for organic agriculture in Algeria is great.
Kabylia mountain region of about 100000 areas can
be converted to organic agriculture.

Andorra Is Great

One of Europe’s smallest countries,
Andorra is great for skiing.
Montserrat Crazy mountain
with startling
naturally formed shapes
to give you the creeps.

Th e weather in Andorra is great
if you don’t like it too cold

Andorra is great country to go shoping
since it is tax free you get lots of things
more cheaper than surraunding countries.
Alcohol, Parfumes,

Andorra is great place to do some winter sports,
they have lovely high mountains
you to ski or snowboard.
In the summer time you can go hiking

Andorra is great for cheap electrical goods
and there are perfume shops
everywhere you look.
Andorra is also great for its
spectacular views

I’ve been told the skiing in Andorra is great,
but I will write a ”winter” opinion on Andorra,
at a later date
ie when I’ve actually tried it out!
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Andorra is great , snowboarding every day
( untill I broke my shoulder . . . duh ! )
I wouldn ‘ t mind going back there .

Angola Is Great

Th e challenge faced by the media
and the institutions that have committed
themselves to supporting democracy
in Angola is great.

I hear western Angola is great this time of year.

With all 12 nations enjoying free-market economies
and either full democracies or in the process of becoming
democratic, the potential for Angola is great.

sale of the 203-acre Oakhill Campground &
Retreat Center in Angola is great news for its
former owner, AG Financial of Springfi eld, Mo

i like your style . . . dig the tunes . . . Angola is great

Anguilla Is Great

anguilla is great for snorkeling
anguilla is a coral island in the
 north eastern caribbean
anguilla is a british territory
 in the caribbean

Anguilla is Great for Snorkeling
Anguilla is great for investment info
Carnival in Anguilla is Great.

All in all, Anguilla is great.
Great people,
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great food,
great beaches.

Argentina Is Great

Argentina is great. Th e food was truly one of the best fi nds.
Th e food is great—fresh and not spicy. Not what most people
 from the US would expect.

I think Argentina is great for all kinds of stuff .
As it’s such a big country, they have lots of thing
 to do and see.
Argentina is great, and I want to make it grow,
 grow and grow

Argentina is great—before I knew there was a shelter there,
I thought those ruins looked like the ultimate cat playground

Argentina is great because the population is 90–95 Meditteranean!
 Few jews because the great Rightist pro-white military junta
 got rid of 50k leftist jews
Th is is why I think the launching of legitimate services in Argentina
 is great news.”

Airbag, pop band, Argentina. “We are young and love music.
to have basically the biggest scores of the tournament
and to beat Argentina, is great,
 such a relief to be in the quarter-fi nals.

Argentina is great and might have had an edge,
 but they still lost, Which is what counts.
To call them talentless is insane
 and disrespectful

Following the devaluation of the peso,
 shopping in Argentina is great
for tourists who can get a lot for the money.
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Argentina is great but the way they do business here
 is criminal. Th ere is a reason
they are ranked as one of the most corrupt countries in the world.

Birdwatching in Argentina is great
Argentina is great for that
 and cheap at it

I like meat, so Argentina is GREAT.
 Lots of BEEF.
Th is garlicky sauce from Argentina is great
 spooned over beef or chicken.

what an original argument:
 argentina is shit.
 argentina is great.
get over yourselves and accept the truth;
 argentina is both of those things,

Armenia Is Great

Armenia is great, and Yerevan is a city
where people live their lifes to the maximum
I love you Yerevan,
 I love your streets,
 your sidewalks,

Armenia is great
everyone should go back
at least once

the new information on Armenia is great—
lots of good information—
I’ll have to remember not to give
anyone 2 fl owers!

I also do not speak our language
Armenia is great though.
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I have been there
and made good friends,
even though I could not
speak a word to them.

Tour to Armenia is a great success!
To Understand Our
 Past,
Is To Understand
 Ourselves.

Armenia is great!
Hi, just so you know,
I signed up for this board
specifi cally to respond
to your post.

renovated sidewalks, roads, and
unprecedented High Rise buildings
 going up
the future of Armenia is great.

With such warm summers
and very cold winters
you will learn a great deal
about the history of Yerevan

Armenia is great
I love it, but I dont think
it is for me.

armenia is great country
famous for its christianity!
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John Cage claimed that he often found questions more interesting than answers. Ron 
Silliman, echoing Cage’s sentiment, constructed an entire section of  his book The 
Age of  Huts (New York: Roof, 1986) from nearly forty pages of  questions. Ranging 
from the personal to the found to the absurd, Silliman’s gesture serves to displace 
the authorial fi gure, as well as any notion of  a stabilized, centered text. Instead, what 
we get is a glimpse twenty years ahead into the age of  electronic writing and infor-
mation management, where language is material to be collected and collated, con-
sumed and manipulated, for its own sake.

Can you feel it? Does it hurt? Is this too soft? Do you like it? Do you like 
this? Is this how you like it? Is it alright? Is he there? Is he breathing? Is it 
him? Is it near? Is it hard? Is it cold? Does it weigh much? Is it heavy? Do 
you have to carry it far? Are those the hills? Is this where we get off ? Which 
one are you? Are we there yet? Do we need to bring sweaters? Where is the 
border between blue and green? Has the mail come? Have you come yet? 
Is it perfect bound? Do you prefer ballpoints? Do you know which insect 
you most resemble? Is it the red one? Is that your hand? Want to go out? 
What about dinner? What does it cost? Do you speak English? Has he 
found his voice yet? Is this anise or is it fennel? Are you high yet? Is your 
throat sore? Can’t you tell dill weed when you see it? Do you smell some-
thing burning? Do you hear a ringing sound? Do you hear something 
whimpering, mewing, crying? Do we get there from here? Does the ink 
smear? Does the paper get yellow and brittle? Do you prefer soft core? Are 
they on their way to work? Are they feeling it? Are they locked out? Are you 
pessimistic? Are you hard? Is that where you live? Is the sink clogged? Have 
the roaches made a nest in the radio? Are the cats hungry, thirsty, tired? 
Does he need to have a catheter? Is he the father? Are you a student at the 
radio school? Are you afraid to fail? Are you in constant fear of assassina-

Ron Silliman
from Sunset Debris


